
MVC Newsletter

KEY DATES

6 MARCH 2026
MELBOURN VILLAGE COLLEGE

9 March
Primary School Bee Netball
Tournament 
9 -13 British Science Week 

____________________________
10 March

Options Information Evening
5.00-6.00pm 
Astronomy Evening 

      7.00pm - 8.00pm  
____________________________
9 - 13 March 

British Science Week
___________________________
12 March 

Primary Speed Stacking
Festival

___________________________
12 - 13 March _

Performance of Annie
       6.30pm - 8.15pm 
___________________________
23 -27 March 

Shakespeare Week 
___________________________
25 March 

Year 10 Chemistry Trip
___________________________
26 March

Year 10 Parent’s Evening
___________________________
30 March-10 April

Easter Holidays 
__________________________
17 April

Year 10 Trip - Copper Box
Arena Basketball Match 

_________________________
23 April

Year 8 Take Your Child To
Work Day 

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy and positive week in school and I
would like to thank you, as always, for your continued support.
Earlier this week we were delighted to offer places to our
incoming Year 7 students for September. This is always an
exciting moment in the school calendar and we are very much
looking forward to meeting our new students over the coming
months during our transition activities. These events are a
wonderful opportunity for students to become familiar with the
school, meet staff and make new friends before they join us in
September.
Next week we are very excited to present our school production
of Annie the Musical. Our students and staff have been working
incredibly hard in rehearsals and the show promises to be a
fantastic celebration of their talent, commitment and teamwork.
We are also pleased to be welcoming pupils from some of our
feeder primary schools to attend rehearsals, giving them a
glimpse of the wonderful opportunities available at our school.
Thank you to all parents who have supported the production—
whether by helping your child rehearse their songs or lines at
home, or by purchasing tickets for next week’s performances.
Your encouragement makes a real difference.
As part of our ongoing school improvement journey, we also
welcomed visitors this week as part of our RISE programme.
On Thursday we were pleased to host our CEO, Claire Heald,
along with Jonathan Taylor, our RISE partner and CEO of
Sapientia Trust, who visited to monitor the progress we are
making on our journey to excellence. They were very positive
about what they saw and commented on the significant strides
our school is making. They particularly enjoyed visiting lessons
in Science, Mandarin and History, where they saw students
engaged in purposeful and high-quality learning.
Finally, please do look out for my letter being sent today
regarding our new school logo. We are delighted to share this
with parents and carers. Alongside this, we are working hard
behind the scenes on drafting our new website and planning a
uniform rebrand that will align with the new logo and the next
stage of our school’s development.
Thank you again for your continued support of the school
community.

Mrs Spencer 
Principal



On Wednesday the students were delighted to hear from Mrs. Spencer (Principal), who delivered a
talk on her journey to Principal status. Her experiences highlighted the importance of perseverance,
innovation, and leadership, encouraging all of us to think boldly about our own futures.

On Thursday, Leanna delivered an inspiring talk on her journey from Luton state schools to NHS
leadership, sharing honest reflections on career choices, overcoming barriers, and challenging
expectations. She encouraged students to follow their passion, embrace their identity, work hard, and
recognise that confidence and visibility can open doors to extraordinary opportunities. Leanna
currently runs a business that helps people in health care support people who have suffered from a
serious illness. Over her career she has been the Community Stroke Team Lead for a large hospital
trust and a Programme Manager for NHS England Stroke Rehabilitation. Leanna is passionate about
patient-centred care and provision and leading with compassion. One of the things she is most proud
of having been is the chair of a Race, Equality and Cultural Heritage Network as she is passionate
about women being able to pursue successful careers irrespective of their race, religion or culture.

To end our International Woman Day celebration week – we welcomed former BBC Presenter Liz
Barker MVC. Liz Barker, an ex-presenter of Blue Peter and a voice-over artist for the PlayStation
game Jungle Party, came to speak to us about the challenges of getting into television. With no formal
training, she happened to know the right people at the right time, which helped her secure her first
job in TV. After getting that first role and seeing herself on television, she realised she needed to
improve her skills and presentation. Throughout her career, she continued to practise and develop
her abilities to make sure her presentation skills kept improving. Her key tip was to practise, practise,
and practise. She encouraged anyone interested in television to be brave and get used to watching
themselves on camera and evaluating their own performance so they can improve next time. She also
explained that people should understand the challenges of the industry. Work can be irregular, and
presenters often need to use agents and pay their fees, meaning the job is not always as well paid as
people might think. She emphasised that you will not get every job, and the industry can be very
tough and full of rejection. 

The discussions this week have reminded us that women’s contributions shape every aspect of
society, and that supporting one another empowers us all to achieve greater heights. Celebrating
these voices not only honours the present but also lights the path for the next generation of leaders.

Celebrating International Women's Day 

This week, we celebrated International Women’s Week, a time to
recognise the achievements, resilience, and contributions of
women around the world. It is a moment to reflect on the
progress made toward gender equality, and to inspire ourselves
and future generations to continue breaking barriers. As part of
this celebration, we were thrilled to welcome three female
speakers for our “Futures Talk” series. Their stories, experiences,
and insights have given us a fresh perspective on what is
possible when we pursue our goals with courage and
determination.



MVC Celebrates World Book Day with an exciting challenge 

On Thursday, MVC celebrated World Book Day
with an exciting challenge for students. Students
were tasked with locating a series of posters
around the school, each showcasing a member of
staff hiding behind their favourite book. 

Applying their curiosity, students used their
knowledge of their teachers alongside the books
themselves to work out who they may be.
 
It was a privilege to see an overwhelming number
of students navigating the school site and getting
involved; having discussions with each other about
who it could be and the books they have been
reading. I particularly enjoyed overhearing students
asking staff for extra clues such as their favourite
genres and authors to help them narrow their
choices down, in turn sparking further
conversations around the pleasure of reading.
 
The correct entries will be submitted to a raffle with
winners receiving prizes in the very near future.
 
Mr T Jackson
Teacher of English

World Book Day – Whose Book Is It Anyway?



On Wednesday 25th February, the Year 7 Basketball team played their first game of the season -
an away fixture against Linton Village College.

From the opening tip it was a back and forth game, with both teams defending with real intensity
and trading baskets. The score was level at the end of the second quarter. It took the third quarter
to finally separate the teams, with Linton holding their composure to secure a hard fought 6-2
victory against a very talented Melbourn side. The game was won through Linton’s commitment to
rebounding and strong team defence, which limited Melbourn's second chance opportunities in
the final quarter. 

While this match ended in defeat, it was a fantastic learning experience and a proud moment for
all involved. The teamwork, determination and sportsmanship displayed promise a bright future for
this young squad. Well done to Sebastian, Lenny, Oliver, Bobby, Max, Ethan, Nathaniel and
Aurelius.

Mr Carolan 
Head of Sports and Performance

Year 7 Basketball Team vs Linton Village College 

Year 7 Girls Football Team proudly represent Melbourn at the
Trumpington Festival

The Year 7 Girls Football Team represented the school brilliantly at the Girls Football Festival held at
Trumpington Community College on Tuesday 3rd March. 

With six teams in attendance, the standard of competition was high, but our girls rose to the
challenge with resilience, determination and teamwork throughout the tournament. The team
secured an impressive 1–0 victory against Trumpington Green and followed this up with a superb 2–
0 win over Trumpington Pink. Taffy and Emily were on the scoresheet, finishing their chances
confidently, while the team conceded just three goals across the entire festival; a fantastic defensive
record. 

Leonie was instrumental at the back, putting in a number of crucial tackles, and Lily and Darcy did a
brilliant job sharing the goalkeeper gloves, making important saves when called upon. Most pleasing
of all was the way the girls worked together: they defended and attacked as a unit, kept their
formation and positions, and communicated exceptionally well throughout. A fantastic team
performance, well done girls!
 
Congratulations to Lily, Emily, Taffy, Darcy, Leonie, Kara and Jasmine.



MVC Young Achievers

Congratulations to Penny in Year 7 who recently performed in the Hitchin Young Thespian's
Beauty and the Beast Jr.

Penny was dedicated to attend several hours of rehearsals, particularly wanting to show off her
skills within her first performance with the Hitchin Young Thespian's performance. 

She had two roles for the performance - both a Narrator and as the Fishmonger! 

Maths Department Update
Students in Maths have been working very hard, having completed their Algebra and Geometry work for
this term. Classes will be moving on to the Data topic (think types of averages, frequency tables for older
year groups). Students in Year 7 to Year 10 will have their end of term MFT task on the following dates: 

Year 10 Tues 17  March th

Year 9 Wed 18  March th

Year 8 Thurs 19  March th

Year 7 Fri 20  March th

This extended task takes up to 50 minutes and assesses students on this terms work on Number, Algebra,
Geometry and Data. We ask that students do some preparation for this and bring evidence of their work to
class on the above date. Guidance on how to prepare and evidence of this can be found on Go4schools. 

This is designed to be supportive and will highlight to teachers and students areas of strength and areas to
continue to work on. Year 11 students have been working very hard as they continue to prepare for their
final exams. The level of focus is impressive. A number of parents have been contacted regarding targeted
intervention sessions running for their child in Year 11 – please can we ask parents to check emails and
sign their child up via MCAS.   

We are very excited to be able to offer the UK Maths Challenge to students in Year 7 and potentially Year 8
– a letter will be going home with details. A reminder that Sparx Maths is set weekly and due in by
Wednesday. 
 
Mr Willder
Assistant Principal (Acting Head of Maths) 



Support your child to manage
exam stress

Dear Parents/Carers,

I'm delighted to let you know we are offering two webinar dates for parents, carers and family members
who are supporting children through exams this year. Please find more details below and do please
share with families in your networks. 

How you can support your child to manage exam stress
Join Kooth for a free 45 minute webinar and you’ll hear from one of our community engagement team,
alongside a clinician from Kooth. 

They will offer expert tips on:
When to take action
Share practical ideas to help children manage their anxiety 
Discuss how Kooth can provide extra support.

The content has been written predominantly for families with secondary and higher aged children sitting
GCSEs, A- Levels or Nationals and Highers in Scotland. 

Book 9th March, 6:00pm
Book 16th March, 7:00pm  

We are counting down the days to MVC’s
musical production of ‘Annie Jr’.  Which will
take place on Thursday 12  and Friday 13
March from 6.30pm.

th th

‘Annie’ promises to be a highly attended
event with only a few tickets remaining. If
you have not yet purchased a ticket, please
use the QR code on the poster to secure
your seat.

If anyone requires special access
arrangements, please email
office@melbournvc.org by Tuesday 10
March to enable us to make the necessary
arrangements. 

th

Mr Thomson
Director of Performing Art

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkooth.us2.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dd59bd9b5bcf63d9845647aa1f%26id%3dcd51080fab%26e%3d4881378d1f&c=E,1,_NV-_qmhApFpdX3RcK3p6Hyq15A1BVkyVXF10t1Xma49mjKgB8SzyGRT-9b1qt_zZGGUg9sp18SxPFtn7lRavhba2JXAcpbtmvxmwzRc_MBLN-AJ8Low&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkooth.us2.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dd59bd9b5bcf63d9845647aa1f%26id%3d70a206db90%26e%3d4881378d1f&c=E,1,AwxvwVZkTQyJtx_hvaOibY_Jsgn98v6NQcVSKY1nPQzPtZ7CCtp1MxzLo0sdoYCQstuh6hUjhS2aEO_-0WLSK2LiBr6fjf_W6SGjh4R-MbO_KXy5jZUTF-qOMQ,,&typo=1


National Careers Week 
National Careers Week – this week we have been celebrating National Careers Week across the
school. During tutor time, students explored a range of different career pathways and discussed the
skills needed for various professions. Many lessons also began with a careers focus, helping students
see how their subjects connect to real-world jobs.
 Our science assemblies, led by Dr Wilson, also highlighted careers in science and research. Being so
close to Cambridge, students were encouraged to think about the wide range of opportunities
available in science, technology, and innovation in the local area.


